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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

Congratulations!  We are so pleased that you have made the decision to seek the Sacrament of 
Holy Matrimony. We want you to know from the start that you are not merely asking to have a 
wedding. You are asking for a Sacrament!  Therefore it is our purpose to prepare you for the 
fullness of that reality: 
 As a means of personal holiness for you and your fiancée 
 As an instrument of God’s grace in the world today 
 As indispensable participants in carrying out the mission of Jesus Christ which he 

entrusted to his church 
We do not want you merely to have a “beautiful wedding”. We want you to have a happy and 
lasting marriage. It is our sincere hope that this information is helpful to you in preparing for 
the celebration of the Sacrament of Christian Marriage. We want you to know that we are here 
to assist you to live your faith commitment and to lay foundation for a lasting, happy, and holy 
marriage. This may require some effort for all of us, but we believe your marriage is worth the 
effort. We pray that the end result of all our efforts will be everlasting. 

 
 
A. COUPLES WHO ARE NOT ENTERING INTO A “NEW UNION”: 
Couples who are in need of a Convalidation of their union (already married in any of the 
following): 

 Married civilly, before a Justice of the Peace. 
 Married in another church outside the Roman Catholic Church (without permission from 

the Bishop). 
 Common law marriages wherein they are living together. 

In this context, the wedding celebration will be conducted in keeping with the Archdiocesan 
Guidelines while taking into account the specific circumstances on a case-by-case basis. The 
Bishop’s guidelines for these kinds of situations instruct priests and deacons as follows: 
 If the couple’s decision is to continue cohabiting throughout the marriage preparation 
period, then it should be conveyed to them that, from a societal perspective, they are choosing 
to “appear” as husband and wife to the community. Therefore, their wedding ceremony should 
reflect this choice and be small and simple, more like a convalidation in setting. (BL 5187) 
Therefore, the manner of preparation as well as the actual liturgical celebration will not be the 
same as for those who are entering a new union. 
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B. PRELIMARY INFORMATION FOR MARRIAGE: 

1. Contact the church no less than 6 months before your anticipated date of wedding. 
Depending on the circumstance, you will be assigned to a priest or deacon. 
 

2. If either one of the parties who is seeking marriage has ever been married before (in 
church, before a judge, or by common-law) the priest/deacon needs to be made aware 
of it immediately. 
 

3. Complete the PMI instrument questionnaire. 
 

4. Meet for a couple of sessions with the priest/deacon about the results of PMI. 
 

5. Have Sponsor Couple sessions or Engaged Encounter Weekend. 
 

6. Rehearsal. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
A. PARISH RESIDENCE: 
The bride or groom must be a practicing Catholic. 
 

B. DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: 
 
1. BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE 
Catholics must furnish the priest/deacon with a newly-made baptismal certificate. Contact the 
church where you were baptized and ask them to issue you a baptismal certificate without 
which the marriage ceremony cannot take place. 
 
(Confirmation is not absolutely required for one to be able to marry, but it is strongly 
encouraged. If one has not been confirmed he/she should seek out preparation, if not before, 
then after marriage, for this final Sacrament of Initiation.) 
 
We can not accept an old baptismal certificate or a photocopy of an old baptismal certificate. 
The baptismal certificate that we are required to obtain must be issued within six months 
before the wedding date. Please see the letter of request for a baptismal certificate in the 
appendix section of these guidelines. 
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2. MARRIAGE LICENSE 
 You are required by the state of Texas to obtain a license for marriage. You must obtain 
it no more than 21 days and no less than 3 days before the wedding date. This may be obtained 
at the Grimes County Courthouse. The license is to be given to the priest/deacon no later than 
at the wedding rehearsal. If a visiting priest/deacon is to celebrate the wedding, he must sign 
the Marriage license after the wedding. A copy of the document goes into your wedding file 
and the original is mailed to the County Clerk. You will receive the formal document once it has 
been duly recorded by the State of Texas. 
 
Note: The Marriage License is required for the priest/deacon to witness the vows with the 
authority of the Church and the civil government, so that there is only one marriage 
ceremony. The marriage ceremony cannot take place without it. 
 

3. AFFIDAVITS OF FREE STATUS (Including convalidation) 

 
Four (4) witnesses are necessary- two (2) for the bride and two (2) for the groom. Witnesses 
ideally should be family members or friends who have known the bride/groom for at least ten 
(10) years. 
 

4. OTHER REQUIREMENTS (case by case basis and with previous marriages) 

 a. Dispensations 
 b. Lack of Forms 
 c. Decree of Nullity (Annulment) 
 d. Divorce Decree 
 e. Death Certificate 

CHURCH MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE:  After your wedding is recorded and the notification is 

mailed to the church of your baptism, we will send you a marriage certificate from the parish. 
 

PRIMARY MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
 

A. The Initial Interview with priest/deacon 
This involves gathering specific information about you and your fiancée so as to assess your 
particular needs to be well prepared for Holy Matrimony. Questions that need to be asked: 
 previously married:     Marriage License (s). 
 divorced:      Divorce Decree (s). 
 widowed:       Death Certificate (s). 
 previous marriage annulled:    Declaration (s) of Nullity. 
 non-Catholic: 
 Catholic lacking adequate documentation:  
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B. The wedding date and time 
 Please remember that you are not free to book any dates or reserve any facilities until 
the priest/deacon confirms that the date of the wedding has been reserved on the church 
calendar. If either of you have ever been previously married (in a church, by a Justice of the 
Peace, or by common law) one or more times. NO DATE can be set until the proper 
documentation is assembled and it is determined that all parties are free to marry. If an 
annulment is required you may not go through the preparation process and NO DATE may be 
set for the wedding until a declaration of nullity is obtained from the Tribunal Office. 
 
The usual times for wedding are Saturdays, no later than 3:00 p.m. These times are scheduled 
on an availability basis only and may not be scheduled independent of the priest/deacon. The 
wedding rehearsal will normally be scheduled in the evening on the Friday before the wedding 
day. 
 

C. The PMI questionnaire 
 The PMI is not a test. The only way in which you can fail this instrument is in the event 
that you are dishonest in your response. The PMI is an instrument that is utilized in assessing 
and increasing the communication skills of the couple. It is a very worthwhile instrument that 
provides important topics for you to consider during your conversation. 
 After completing the questionnaire, bring the completed answer sheet with the question 
booklet to the office for the priest/deacon to process. When processed you will receive a 
printed report comparing your answers in each category and grouped into areas of agreement 
and disagreement. You, as a couple, should sit down, review your responses, and discuss what 
you intended by your responses. 
 

D. The Engaged encounter weekend 
 It begins on Friday evening and runs to late Sunday afternoon. It is an instructional 
weekend given by the Archdiocese of Galveston Houston’s Family Life Office. You will be 
responsible for paying the registration fee, which includes room and board. Advanced 
registration (two to three months) is required. If you along with the priest/deacon agree that 
this approach would be to your benefit the priest/deacon will supply the brochure registration 
form. 
 

E. The Sponsor Couple Program 
 It consists of a series of (usually six) meetings between you, your fiancée, and a sponsor 
couple. The dialogue includes topics such as your respective roles and expectations in marriage, 
sources of conflict, values and marital intimacy. There is no charge for this program. If this is 
determined the best approach for you, the priest/deacon will submit your names and phone 
numbers. The sponsor couple will then contact you. The meetings are held in the home of the 
sponsor couple, usually in the evening.  Please be aware that these couples volunteer their time 
and home to serve you. Don’t’ take their time and the appointment for granted. If, for serious 
reason, you must reschedule a meeting be sure to call them as soon as you know you are not 
going to be able to keep the appointment. 
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F. Spiritual Preparation 
 Holy Matrimony is one of the Church’s seven sacraments. These sacraments are means 
by which Christ intends to sanctify his people. These sacraments are not magic. In order to be 
most fully effective, they require our deliberate and active cooperation. We must seek to avail 
ourselves to receive God’s grace. By exercising the Catholic way of life we realize the benefits 
and fruits of grace to the fullest degree possible. Couples preparing to celebrate the sacrament 
of Matrimony should seek to further their conversion in faith and to advance their commitment 
to Christ and His Church.   
In order to do so the couples are to intensify their spiritual life by: 
 daily personal prayer 
 reading scripture 
 communal prayer as a couple 
 pray the Rosary 
 if possible  make a spiritual retreat 
 frequent celebration of the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist 

 
 

THE MARRIAGE CEREMONY 
 

The priest/deacon will give you a book entitled Together for Life. This book will be very helpful 
in selecting options of readings and prayers for the wedding. Couples should take a number of 
factors into consideration when making decisions about the wedding. One important question 
is whether it would be with Mass or without Mass. 
 

1. Wedding With Mass: 
 A wedding liturgy within the context of Mass includes the celebration of the Eucharist 
and the distribution of Holy Communion. This is most appropriate when the couple are both 
Catholic and practice their faith. If this is your preference you will want to discuss this with the 
priest/deacon. A wedding within the context of Mass will usually last an hour and a half (more 
or less) depending on a number of variables. 
 

2. Wedding Outside of Mass: 
if: 
 one of the fiancées is a non-Catholic 
 either of the families are non-Catholic 
 non-practicing Catholics 
 it would be easier to celebrate outside the Mass to avoid discomfort and complications 

of having liturgy in which the large number of assembly do not know how to respond 
and may not receive communion. 
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3. Liturgical Instructions: 
 
A. Church 
 The church is the House of God wherein our God is present in the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Eucharist which is kept in the Tabernacle. The church is a sacred place. In everything we 
do: the rehearsal, setup and decorating for the celebration, the assembly of family and guests 
before the wedding, the actual wedding and recessional, photos after the wedding, and clean-
up following the departure of the assembly and the wedding party. Everything should be done 
with a spirit of reverence and conduct of behavior that respects the presence of God in whose 
midst we come to worship. Everyone who takes part in a wedding will be expected to conduct 
themselves in a manner that is in keeping with this reality. Under no circumstances should 
food or drink be brought into the church and/or consumed there. The Groom and Bride and 
their wedding party are prohibited from consuming any alcoholic beverages before the 
rehearsal and the wedding. Florists and photographers/videographers are no exception. 
Talking is to be kept to a minimum and only in a low volume. 
 
SUNDAY OBLIGATION: 
All those involved in the wedding should know that the wedding liturgy, even if it is a Mass 
does not satisfy the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday. 
 

B. Altar Servers 
 If you choose to have your wedding with Mass you may want to arrange with the priest 
to have Altar Servers from the parish, or you may have family members assist who are altar 
servers. 
 

C. Lectors 
 Lectors or readers are to be practicing Catholics. If they are married, they must be in a 
valid Catholic sacramental marriage. It is important that they be persons who are accustomed 
to serving as lectors in their own parish. Their life style should be in keeping with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ which is reflected Catholic teachings regarding matters of faith and morals. They 
are to be persons who are living the Catholic way of life. 
 

D. Bridesmaids & Groomsmen 
 The Bridesmaids and Groomsmen must not exceed five (5) of each, including the Best 
Man and the Maid of Honor. 
 

E. Flower Girl & Ring Bearer 
 May be permitted, but if included in the procession must be at least five (5) years of age 
as an absolute minimum. They are not to be over fourteen (14) years of age. Only one (1) 
Flower Girl and one Ring Bearer allowed. 
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F. Wedding Rings 
 Rings attached to a pillow in the procession may not be the actual wedding rings. The 
rings are to be entrusted to the Best Man for safe keeping and for presentation to the priest 
during the marriage ritual. 
 

G. Music 
 Any and all arrangements for music must be handled through and in consultation with 
our parish Director of Music. The particular music selections will not be dictated, but the 
couple are to keep in mind that the music included is to be in keeping with the nature and 
dignity of sacred worship and based upon the Catholic Church’s music guidelines for marriage. 
Therefore, sacred music and classical instrumental music is encouraged. This does not mean to 
say that a more “contemporary” style or sound of music is out of the question…only that it 
needs to be sacred in quality and character. It’s musicality and lyrical composition must reflect 
a message that is consistent with our Catholic beliefs concerning marriage. 
 

H. Decorations and Floral Arrangements 
 Decorations and floral arrangements may be brought in to enhance and highlight the 
beauty of the wedding and the church environment. Any plans that you have for decorations 
of any kind must be prepared in consultation with and approved by the Pastor.  Couples must 
keep in mind that the church will be decorated in a style that reflects the liturgical season of 
the year. The church’s decorations may not be changed or altered in any way to 
accommodate a bride’s color scheme.  She will have to take into account the seasonal 
decorations in the church. 
 

FACILITIES 
 
1. ALTAR 
 No arrangements, ornaments, or objects of any kind may be placed on the altar table or 
disrupt the view of the altar table. 
 

2. Pews 
 The florist may place decorations at the ends of pews along the main aisle only if they 
can be placed in such a way that they do no damage to the wood or finish. Nothing may be 
taped, pinned, or applied by adhesives. 
 

3. Unity Candle, Candelabra, Etc. 
 The “unity candle” is not a part of the Church’s ritual nor is it based in any authentic 
cultural tradition. Its symbolism is questionable at best and therefore, it is not permitted.  
Any floral arrangements, candle stands or candelabra that are placed on the aisles or in the 
sanctuary must be placed in such a way as not to clutter the aisles or sanctuary. They may not 
be placed in locations (the priest’s chair, the altar, the pulpit, etc.) that would obstruct free 
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movement of the celebrant and any other ministers or participants in the liturgy.  They must 
also not be placed to obstruct views of Statues or Liturgical items. 
 Candle stands may only be used if they are placed with a plastic drop cloth so as to protect the 
furnishings and carpeting from melted wax. It is the responsibility of the florist to provide 
these. There must always be an awareness of fire hazards. Lit candles must always be in 
secure areas. 
 

4. Clean-Up 
 The church must be left in a clean and neat arrangement as there will be other liturgies 
following your wedding. It is advisable that you designate a responsible person(s) to see to it 
that these matters are taken care of. Perhaps someone from the wedding party would do this. 
 

5. Florist’s agreement with the Couple and the Church 
 The guidelines are included in a sheet that is to be given to the florist. They are to read 
it, sign it, and return it to you. You are to turn it in to the priest/deacon for our records. In this 
way we can keep track of who is coming to the Church at what times and uphold the terms of 
this agreement in a responsible and professional manner. 
 
The opportunity to provide a service is a privilege not a right! Therefore, it is important to 
know and understand that the faithful observance of these rules is non-negotiable. If these 
guidelines are not observed the result could be a forfeiture of the privilege of providing the 
service in the future. The florist, photographer/videographer, and the couple are to observe 
these guidelines. 
 

6. Photography/Video 
 You are welcome to have a professional or an amateur photographer/videographer on 
hand to capture you wedding on film or videotape. It is important to remember, however, that 
the wedding is first and foremost an act of worship. It is not a photo session. As a result the 
wedding liturgy will not be subordinated to the goals and task of the photographer. It is your 
responsibility to be aware of and make your photographer aware of the following rules: 
  
 Procession  
The photographer/videographer is forbidden to attempt to control or interrupt the procession 
or the punctual beginning of the wedding. 
 
 Sanctuary 
The sanctuary (the elevated area around and including the altar and pulpit) is a sacred space 
and not open for “general traffic”. The photographer/videographer is required to talk with the 
priest/deacon so that they may determine what areas the priest/deacon considers to be “off-
limits” to the photographer/videographer. 
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 Distraction 
At no time is the photographer/videographer to become a distraction to the celebrant 
(priest/deacon) or the assembly. In order to avoid any distractions the 
photographer/videographer is asked to move around in a discreet fashion. 
  
 Time Limits 
The photographer/videographer is allowed up to 15 minutes before the beginning of the 
procession. The photographer/videographer must never cause the procession to assemble and 
/ or to begin later than the scheduled time of the wedding. 
The photographer/videographer is allowed 20 minutes following the wedding’s conclusion to 
take group photos. The priest/deacon will be happy to stand in pictures. The 
photographer/videographer should keep in mind that it is customary to take the pictures of 
the couple with the priest/deacon first so that the priest/deacon may be able to move on to 
other commitments.  
 
 Photographer/Videographer’s Agreement with the Couple and the Church 
These guidelines are included in a sheet that is to be given, by you, to the 
photographer/videographer. They are to read it, sign it, and return it to you. You are to turn it 
into the priest/deacon for our records. In this way we can keep track of who is coming to the 
Church at what times and uphold the terms of this agreement in a responsible and 
professional manner. Therefore, it is important to know and understand that the faithful 
observance of these rules is non-negotiable. If these guidelines are not observed the result 
could be a forfeiture of the privilege of providing the service in the future. The 
photographer/videographer and the couple are to observe these guidelines. 
 
 Visiting Clergy 
At times a couple will want to have a priest or deacon who is a family friend or relative witness 
their vows in Holy Matrimony. If you have such an interest please discuss it with the 
priest/deacon during the first meeting in your preparation. 
 

7. Church 
 The church will be unlocked one hour before the wedding. This should allow adequate 
time for the florist, photographer/videographer, and wedding party to arrive and get set-up for 
the wedding. 
 

8. Furnishings 
 The furnishings in the sanctuary as well as in the rest of the church are not to be moved 
without explicit permission of the priest/deacon. 
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 Rice, Etc. 
Rice, Bird Seed, Flower Petals, Confetti, etc. are not to be used anywhere in or on the premises 
before, during, or after the wedding. The use of these materials causes a real cleaning problem 
for the church which has many liturgies throughout the week. These items not only cause a 
mess, but they pose a safety hazard for those who could slip and fall. 
 

9. Bride’s Dressing Room 
 The bride may dress in the Cry Room in the church (see Church Diagram). The room 
should be left in a neat and clean condition. All personal effects should be removed at the end 
of the wedding. Care should be taken to not disturb the furnishings in the room. If any 
furnishings have been moved they must be restored to their original arrangement immediately 
after the wedding. Please be sure to designate a responsible person (perhaps a bridesmaid) to 
coordinate clean-up efforts immediately at the conclusion of the wedding. 
 

10. Parish Hall 
 The Parish Hall is made available to parishioners who have a desire to use it for 
legitimate purposes that are not in conflict with the faith and morals of the Catholic Church. 
The Parish Hall cannot be rented to couples, family members, or their representative when 
seeking its use for receptions involving non sacramental marriages. The Parish Hall is made 
available on a contracted rental basis only. There is a low fee for the use of the hall. 
All details may be reviewed upon receipt of the contract. One may obtain a rental contract 
from the parish office on weekdays during regular business hours. 
Groom & Groomsmen may use the hall to prepare (dress) for the wedding. 
 

FEES & STIPENDS 
 

At times, people cannot afford to offer financial support to the church. These cases are never 
denied the rites and services of the Church. All that is required in such cases is to discuss the 
matter with the priest/deacon. Other times we have seen people use the church facilities, as 
well as human and ministerial services, spending a great deal of money on secondary 
considerations such as arrangements of flowers and limousines, while showing little or no 
regard for the fact that somebody has to pay the Church’s bills. A lot goes in to providing 
facilities, their upkeep, and the human resources that are dedicated to creating the conditions 
that make it possible to have weddings and all the other rites and services that are provided 
for our people. Stewardship is a very important in the life of the Church. As good stewards of 
the gifts of faith and all that is provided you by God you will want to be aware of the following 
considerations: 
  

Preparation Materials Fee: 
 $20.00 -due at the time of registration for marriage preparation. 
 

 



Church Building Use Fee:
Non-Parishioners = $750.00 who are Catholic and wishing to use the church.

Maintenance Deposit:
Non-Parishioners: who are Catholics wishing to use our church, there is a

5200.00 refundable deposit if the church and grounds are left in clean orderly condition and
the guidelines are faithfully followed.

Parish Hall:
Rental contract is by separate arrangements.

Musicians:
You will need to negotiate the stipends or fees directly with the musician(s) whose

service you engage (Remember that all arrangements for music must be approved by the
parish M usic Director).

Altar Servers:
lf there are altar servers for your wedding within Mass be prepared to give them a

stipend. The recommended stipend is 510-$20 it is customarily the duty of the Best Man to see
to it that the altar servers receive their gift after the wedding.

Stipends for priest/deacon :

The Church does not charge forthe sacraments. lt is appropriate (not obligatory)
however, to give the priest/deacon a stipend as a gift of appreciation for the time and effort
that he invests in helping you to prepare for your wedding and helping with the arrangements.
Stipends vary widely depending on a number of circumstances. The customary gift ranges
usually from St50-S200. The stipend has to be given to the priest/deacon or wedding
coordinator before the Rehearsal starts.

11,
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Important Checklist 

For us of Groom & Bride 
 
 

_____ Registered in the Parish 
_____ Documents 
_____ New Baptismal Certificate for each Catholic party. (Including notations of Confirmation). 
_____ Natural Family Planning Certificate/Sponsor Couple 
_____ Marriage License 
_____ All necessary Church dispensations and/or permissions (see the priest/deacon). 
_____ Marriage license from any & all previous marriages that have been annulled. 
_____ Sacramental celebration of Reconciliation before the wedding or convalidation. 
_____ Divorce decrees from any/all previous marriages. 
_____ Death Certificate for any/all previous spouses who have since died. 
_____ Declaration of nullity for any/all previous marriages that have been annulled. 
_____ Materials fee date paid: 
_____ Church Building use fee paid: 
_____ Maintenance deposit date paid: 
_____ Priest’s/deacon’s stipend 
_____ Musician’s Fees date paid: 
_____ Altar servers’ stipends. 
_____ Other: _________________________________________________________ 
_____ Other: _________________________________________________________ 
_____ Other: _________________________________________________________ 
_____ Other: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Notes: 
 __________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________ 
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FLORIST’S AGREEMENT 
 

Guidelines: It is important to remember that a wedding is first and foremost an act of Sacred 

Worship. It is not a floral showplace per se. The use of flower arrangements and other 

decorations are for the adornment of the church as a sacred place wherein we gather to 
worship our God. The church and the liturgy will not be subordinated to the goals and task of 
the florist. As a florist (professional or volunteer) providing services at St. Stanislaus Catholic 
Church you are to be aware of and agree to observe the following rules. 

Decorations and Floral Arrangements: Decorations and floral arrangements may be 

brought in to enhance and highlight the beauty of the wedding and the church environment. 
Any plans that you have for decorations of any kind must be prepared in consultation with and 
approved by the parish wedding coordinator or of the pastor. 

Church unlocked for set up: the church will be unlocked no earlier than one hour before 

the wedding to allow for floral, video/camera set-up etc. 

Altar: No arrangements ornaments or objects of any kind may be placed on the altar table. 

Pews: The florist may place decorations at the ends of pews along the main aisle only if they 

can be placed in such a way that they do no damage to the wood or finish. Nothing may be 
taped, pinned, or applied by adhesives. 

Candelabra Etc.: Any floral arrangements, candle stands or candelabra that are placed on 

the aisles or in the sanctuary must be placed in such a way as to not clutter the aisles or 
sanctuary. They may not be placed in locations (the presider’s chair, the altar, the pulpit, etc.) 
that would obstruct free movement of the celebrant and any other ministers or participants in 
the liturgy. Candle stands may only be used if they are placed with a plastic drop cloth so as to 
protect the furnishings and carpeting from melted wax. It is the responsibility of the florist to 
provide these. 

Clean-up: The church must be left in a clean and neat arrangement as there will be other 

liturgies following your wedding. It is advisable that you designate a responsible person(s) to 
see to it that these matters are taken care of for you–perhaps someone from the wedding 
party. 

Professionalism and Conduct: Florists and/or any persons who are involved in setting-up 

arrangements are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that is proper to a house of 
prayer, a holy place, the House of God. Talking is to be kept to a minimum and only in a low 
volume. 

Florist’s agreement with the couple and the church: These same guidelines are included in 

a packet that has been given to the couple. They are to read and sign them so they can be returned, by the 
couple, to the priest/deacon for our records. In this way we can keep track of who is coming to the Church at 
what times and uphold the terms of this agreement in a responsible and professional manner. 
The opportunity to provide a service is a privilege-not a right! Therefore, it is important to know and understand 
that the faithful observance of these rules is non-negotiable. If these guidelines are not observed the result could 
be a forfeiture of the privilege of providing the service in the future. The florist and the couple are to observe 
these guidelines 
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FLORIST’S ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM 
 

 

TO BE RETRUNED TO THE CHURCH 
Name of Bride and Groom: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Date and time of wedding: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Florist: 
Circle one: Professional           Volunteer 
 
Florist’s Company Name: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________ State: ___________________ Zip Code: _________________ 
 
Office Phone# (    )______________________Evening & Weekend Phone# (    )____________ 
Florist’s Signature: ____________________________________Date:____________ 
 
Bride’s Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
Groom’s Signature: ____________________________________Date: ____________ 
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PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER’S AGREEMENT 
(TO BE GIVEN TO PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER) 

Photography/Video:  You are welcome to have an amateur or a professional 

photographer/videographer on hand to capture your wedding on film or videotape. It is 
important to remember however, that the wedding is first and foremost an act of worship. It is 
not a photo session. As a result the liturgy will not be subordinated to the goals and task of the 
photographer. You need to be aware of and make your photographer aware of the following 
rules: 

Church unlocked for set up: The church will be unlocked no earlier than one hour before 

the wedding to allow for floral, video/camera set-up etc. 

Procession: The photographer/videographer is forbidden to attempt to control or interrupt 

the procession or the punctual beginning of the wedding. 

Sanctuary:  The sanctuary (the elevated area around the altar and pulpit) is a sacred space 

and not open for “general traffic”. The photographer/videographer is required to talk with the 
priest/deacon so that they may determine what areas the priest/deacon considers to be “off- 
limits” to the photographer/videographer. 

Distraction: At no time is the photographer/videographer to become a distraction to the 

celebrant (priest/deacon) or the assembly. In order to avoid any distractions the 
photographer/videographer is asked to move around in a discreet fashion. The 
photographer/videographer may never cross the main aisle of the church from the beginning 
to the conclusion of the liturgy. 

Professionalism and Conduct:  Photographers/videographers and/or any persons who 

are involved in setting-up as well as providing services that are conducted in the church, 
especially during the sacred liturgy, are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that is 
proper to a house of prayer, a holy place, the House of God. Talking is to be kept to a minimum 
and only in a low volume. 

Time Limits: The photographer/videographer is allowed up to 15 minutes before the 

beginning of the procession. The photographer/videographer must never cause the procession 
to assemble and/or begin late. 
The photographer/videographer is allowed 20 minutes following the wedding’s conclusion to 
take group photos. The priest/deacon will be happy to stand in pictures. The 
photographer/videographer should keep in mind that it is customary to take the pictures with 
the priest/deacon and the couple first so that the priest/deacon may be able to move on to 
other commitments. 

Photographer/videographer’s agreement with the couple and the church: These 

sme guidelines are included in a packet that has been given to the couple. You are to read, 
sign, and return them to the couple who are to turn it in to the priest/deacon for our records. 
In this way we can keep track of who is coming to the Church at what times and uphold the 
terms of this agreement in a responsible and professional manner. 
The opportunity to provide a service is a privilege – not a right! Therefore, it is important to know and 
understand that the faithful observance of these rules is non-negotiable, If these guidelines are not observed the 
result could be a forfeiture of the privilege of providing the service in the future. The photographer/videographer 
and the couple are to observe these guidelines.   
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PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER’S 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 
 

TO BE RETURNED TO THE CHURCH 
Name of Bride and Groom: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Date and time of Wedding: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Photographer/Videographer: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Circle one:  Professional   /   Volunteer 
Photographer/Videographer’s Name: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Company’s Name: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________State: _____________________ Zip: _____________________ 
 
Office Phone #: (    ) _________________ Evening & Weekend Phone # (    ) ________________ 
 
Photographer/Videographer’s Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 
Bride’s Signature: _______________________________________ 
 
Groom’s Signature: ______________________________________ 
 
Date of Signatures: _____________________________ 
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NOTES: 
 
 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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REQUEST FOR BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE 
 
 
 

 Dear Father, 
 I am writing to request a newly made baptismal certificate. I am preparing for the 
 sacrament of Holy Matrimony and ask that all the sacraments I have received to be 
 noted on the baptismal certificate. 
 Please send the certificate to the following: 
 Name:_________________________________________________ 
 Address:_______________________________________________ 
 City:_____________________State:___________________________Zip:_________ 
 My name is:_____________________________________________ 
 My father’s name is:_______________________________________ 
 My mother’s name is:______________________________________ 
 My date of birth is:________________________________________ 
 The approximate date of my baptism is:__________________________________ 
 The names of my godparents are:_________________________________________ 
 Thank you for your kind assistance and God bless you. 
 
 Sincerely, 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

 
 

We, (groom’s name) _____________________________and (bride’s name)     
_______________________________, have read, acknowledged and agreed to comply 
with the Marriage Guidelines formulated by St. Stanislaus Catholic Church. 
 
We have understood and agreed upon that in the event when we come 30 minutes late 
on the scheduled wedding time, the priest/deacon may only officiate the Wedding 
Ritual outside Mass. 
 
 
 
 ______________________________                  _____________________ 
 Groom’s signature      Date 
 
 
______________________________    ______________________ 
 Bride’s signature      Date       
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